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and rice. The actors came with their list of plays, and Ts'ai
bade them play the story of the two faithful lovers. They
played two acts, and the wine went round several times/Then
the singers came and sang: 'With a whip of jade and a prancing
steed, he leaves the Imperial City/ Ts'ai laughed.
"Sung-yiian," he said, "this promises well for you. The
black horse is a censor's horse, and the third noble seems like '
Liu of the long beard."
An said: "But we can't say that this is the day on which
the Magistrate of Chiang-chou made his black gown wet
with tears."
Everybody laughed. Hsi-men Ch'ing told Ch'un Hung
to sing: 'We have made report to the Golden Gate of peace
• upon the frontier.'
Sung was delighted. He said to Hsi-m6n Ch'ing: "What a
charming boy!"
r"Hsi-m£n said: "He is one of my household, and comes
from Yang-chou." Sung took the boy's hand, and asked him
to pour wine for him. Then he gave him three ch'iens of
silver, and the boy kofowed to thank him.
The sun was going down. Ts'ai saw that it was getting late,
and told his servant to bring his clothes. He made ready to
go. The others tried to persuade him to stay, but in vain.
They went with him to the gate. Two officials were bidden
to take presents to the wharf. As Sung was going he said to
Hsi-men Ch'ing: "I will not thank you to-day, since I am
putting you to still further trouble." Then they all went away.
Hsi-men Ch'ing went back an4 dismissed the actors. "I
shall want you again the day after to-morrow," he said to
them. "Be sure to bring some specially good singers, his
Excellency is going to invite Governor Hou."
He called for wine and sent Tai An for Scholar W£n. He
sent Lai An for Ying Po-chiieh. The two men came almost
at the same moment, made a reverence to their host, and sat
down. The three boys sang and wine was ^served.
"The ladies are all coming to see you to-morrow," Hsi-
men Ch'ing said to Ying Po-chtieh. "Have you engaged any
singers or entertainers for them?"
"Xhat's a nice thing to ask!" Po-chiieh said. "How can
you expect me t5 do all that, when I'm so poor? I've engaged

